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in the form of fines, because no tribesman will surren-
der his rusty rifle unless he had money enough to buy
a new one in the black market*

Once again the trouble loomed on the horizon in
the autumn of 1935.    That year is historic in the history
of India.   The India Act of 1935 is an important mile-
stone, and the trouble started then is still afoot all over
the country.   The Indian National Congress is behind
the bars just for that apple of discord bestowed by the
Mother of Parliaments.    With    Ace of '35 came  the
revival of agitation in the Frontier.   The   border bey-
came unsettled.   The people lost their peaceful come-
and-go existence.    The tribes began  to  yawn   after a
brief interval of   rille-rest.    Congress   programme   of
political   penetration made a   rapid   headway.   Soon
it came face to face with the British policy of "peace-
ful" penetration.   For a time they penetrated* into one
another, almost dove-railed, when the Congress swept
the polls and the Congressite became  the friends   of
the British Empire.   But before that happened,   the
Afridis showed their teeth.   Opposition   was  led by
enlightened mullahs^ Picquets were posted on the roads.
The   road-making processes  were given up.    All con-
tracts were withheld.' The school at Chora was burnt.
That was a first-class blunder* almost a cultural sui-
cide*   But as far as I understand, no bullet was fired.
That was in letter and spirit of the Congress  princi-
ple of non-violence.   Greater fidelity should  not be
expected of the tribes  to the Frontier Gandhi.   After
all> they cannot stand the strain too long.

Agitation also spread to Waziristan, It has been
long a terror for the British bull-dog* The work of
the political officers in pacifying the countryside was
upset, so it is stated. But really what that pacification